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ſpeech that was ever delivered in Parlia- 
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fare di diſappointed from the very liberal de. Mor 


termination of Mr. Sheridan to give no 
kind of afſiftance in reportin 8 it publicly; ; 
a determination” that does as much honour 
to his humanity, as his Oration does to Bis 
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mane ſenfibility of the private individual; 
and generouſly withbolds | that torrent of © 
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ſentiments of indignation againſt the atrocity © 
which demanded it to flow.—The intention 
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Br near five hours add three quarters, command- 
SORE, a ee moſt prafound attention and adnii 

tion of the Houſe. His matchleſs oration 


£ united the moſt ſolid argument with the 
J moſt perſuaſive eloquence. His ſound rea- 
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moſt diſcordant ſentiments, upon a great and 
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to unite the various opinions of the multitude in 
one point. He commenced his elegant ſpeech 
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received, without the violation of the eſtabliſh- 
L ed rules of Parliament, the paper which the 
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purpoſe of obtaining farther illuſtration of the 
ſubject then before them: yet he had not 
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mut all Kno and feel the neceſſity of brings. | 
ii hint important caſe to the iſſue now in- 
| tended, Their conduct in this reſpect laſt 
OR ROS N bad done them immortal honour, and 


to all the world, that, however dege- 

„ nerate an example of the conduct of Engliſh+. 
maen, ſome of the Britiſh ſubzects had exhibited” | 
in India, the people of England collectively, 
ſpeaking and acting by their repreſentatives 
. felt as men ſhould feel on ſuch an oe 
5 that they were anxious to do juſtice, by redrei- 23 
©. Hg injuries and puniſhing offenders, however "ia 
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5 che commiſſion of the moſt horrid crimes ever 
dbdbonceived by the fouleſt heart that ever inha. 
„„ !“ human frame ; facts which perſons 
of every party, of every political bias in this 
kingdom, had been aſſiſting in bringing to 
JJ In theſe had the indefatigable attention 55 
a ngd labour of feveral committees been employ 4 - 
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the Britiſh dominions in Alia, Was cenſured, . 
44 the greateſt honour to that houſe, as it 
mult be the fore-runner of ſpeedy juſtice on 
that charafter Which was ſaid to be above cen 
fue, and whoſe conduct, we were given to 
underſtand, was above ſuſpicion, His deeds 
Were ſuch, they could not be juſtified by any 
| poſſible neceſſity ; for no fituation, however 
C Elevated, however embarraſſed, could juſti fy a 3 
man for committing acts of rapacity upon in- 
5 dividuals. To the honour rof that Houſe, they 
| had reſiſted the monſtrous argument attempted 
to be ſet up, they bad ſhewn their deteſtation 
of that novel and baſe ſeepticiſm on the prin- 
| cigles of Judicial enquiry, conſtantly the lan- 
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till be conſidered as. the ſaviour of India, and 
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of Mr. Haſtings' s ſucceſſor, even the admitted 


worth pf Lord Cornwallis's character, had 


ben deemed by him an inadequate atonęement 
to India fot the injuries ſo heavily inflicted on 


"het. The committee had by their vote ſo- 


lenmly pledged themſelves to India. They 
had audibiy faid ro the inhabltantz of that 
aneh There ſhall be ho more remedial acts: 
- You ſball no longer be ſeduced into temporary 


- Xquieſcenee, by ſending out 3 titled governor, 
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. Sheridin faid he Fad now | reached. 
the period, when Mr. Haſtings' s firſt in- : 
| tentions appeared, to enforce the execu- _ x 
tion of his projects at all events; When, N 
by Mr. Middleton, his private agent, he - © 
urged the Nabob Aſpb ul Dowla, to 
break this ſolemn engagement, ſanctioned 
Eng by the guarantee of the Company, to __ 
Pirive his mother, and the elder Begum, his 
grandmother, of the jaghires Which were 
aſſigned for their ſupport; and procced-. 
ing ſtill farther to plunder them of their 

treaſures, which he had avowed to be their 
ſole property, and which he had ſolemnly || 

5 pledged himſelf ſhould remain inviolate. 
It was a little difficult, however, here to 

ay, what was the queſtion at iſſue. It 


.-* had ſometimes been ſaid, that the Nabob 
N had an inherent right to this wealth, as 
the wealth of the ſtate; ; but when i it Was 


recollected that i it was not made up of the . 
produce of taxes, but collected by the 15 
Conqueſts of his father, Suj th Dowla, by 

him bequeathed as a perſonal acquiſition, . 
0 prudently for his ſon,) whom it would - 
"my WAR the —. 9 of TOY attack, . 


Sd = wks to whom he Sith more e wiſdom, "0 5 | 
= = "I" neceſſity. as his ford, and po- 
verty as his ſhield; and when it was con- 
ſidered in What manner, and on what 
condition, it was relinquiſhed by the Na- 
bob, and that dereliction guaranteed by the 
Company, he thought that ground of 
defence would 3 be occupied on the 
preſent day. Mr. Haſtings i in his defence 
had taken a more extended field, where - 
there was more ſeope for his deluſion, © 
more amplitude for his equivocation. He 
5 had admitted the right to have. reſted i in 
dhe Begums, but contended that it had 
been forfeite d by their frequent acts of 
contumacy and rebellion. This allegation 
againſt them had been divided into four 


mow: —The charges v were the following 8. 


| 1. That they tad giren n diltarbances at & 
all times to the Nabob, and that they had 
dens manifeſted a ſpirit, hoſtile to his and 
to che Engliſh e I 
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1 That 5 ap . os Zelia to 
| xxvolt at the time of the inſurrection at 
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That Mey refited by 1 worde 
be . of their own Jaghires!: "and 


4. That. they i an Wee deck. 
iy to the inſurrection at Benares, l 
To 8 of theſs af Me. Sheridan 
made diſtinct and ſeparate anſwers, by a va, 
4 | rietyofe: extracts which he read; ſome of chem 
written by Mr. Haſtings himſelf, to prove 
that they had particularly diſtinguiſhed 7 
themſelyes by their Hriendſbip for the En- 
- glith, and the various good offices they 5 
had rendered Government. Againſt the 
ef charge Mr. Sheridan adduced proofs, 
in the moſt pointed terms, from the ſeye⸗ 
Al letters which paſſed between Mr. Haſ- Es 
tings and Mr, Middleton, Colonel Han- 1 8 
nay and the N abob. By this correſpon-' 
dence it was very evident, that their cone 
duct during the period from 1775 to 178 by 5 
10 far from being what it was repreſented, 
had been mild and inoffefive. Not a 
5 ? a buzle 


* 


Fe 4 n 3 e MC 7: E701 Fl 
I ſolid proof of difaffection, w was Ps... 3 ol 
PT in theſe letters, but in all, their conduct 1 e 


appea red as much the reverſe, as it was in | g 35% 
the nature of things to expect. 'T be „ ER 
_ charge. fell to. the ground the i in 5 


ſtant it was examined; for ſo far from 5 
/ any undue influence being uſed on the | 15 „ 
Part of the Begums, , to ſtimulate the Jag-. , | ; | 
77 hirdars to reſiſtance, 1 it did not even A 5 
| _ that the ſmalleſt, reſiſtance was made b 0” 


i | che jaghirdars, againſt the violences which 
. they ſuſtained. The third: charge was 155 8 „ 
' equally. falſe, Did they reſiſt the Fog CN ng, it 
tion of their own) jaghires? Though, if they NY 
had lactually reſiſted, it could not be deemed 


criminal ; for thoſe jaghires were their own, W 
property, veſted in them and confirmed . 
| _ to them by a ſolemn treaty, But is there, x $5,010 
- | in fad, one ſyllable of charge alledged - „ 9 
ga gaiaſt them? With all the load of oY 
obloquy Which the Nabob incurred, „ 
had he ever accuſed them of the crime of „ 3 
reſiſting is ROY . bahad: ob mn 
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_ duced from the papers theſe clear facts — | 
that the firſt idea ſprung from Mr. Haft- 
ings, on the 25th of November, 1781 

that Mr. Middleton communicated it to 

tee Nabob, and procured from him a for- 


. 2 * 2 

Fo FO the filhood-of the whole: of El 

"hs charge, and to ſhew that Mr. Haſtings 5 

oxiginally projedted the plunder ; that he: 

ew the Odium in the firſt inſtance on” 2 95 
the Nabob ;- that he imputed the crimes. 

to them, before he had received one of the 


* rumours which be afterwards manufac- 
"tured into affidavits ; he recom 


* 


commended a 
particular attention to dates; and he de- 


mal propoſition on the 2d of December; 


9 hat on the 1ſt of December Mr. Haſtings 
- wrote a letter to Mr. Middleton, co 


nfrm- . 


1 ing the firſt ſuggeſtion- made through Sir 185 
Elijah, which letter came into che hands 12 

of Mr. Middleton on the 6th: of Decem= 5 
12 ber. He ſtated all the circumſtances 8 
| the pains taken by Mr. Middleton, who 
Was empowered by Mr. Haſtings to force 
tte Nabob, on whom all the blame is 


laid, and whoſe act it was, to ſeize on his : 


Mother $ Ages ag — this * 5 


— 


po 
” * ; 5; 1 
” : A * 2 
* 4 * 8 1 ” 
— 
% 
J * % 
* 


ba * 8 ? ” 
EET AS 
— ” 


5 — 
* - 
5 4 
* 
— 
+ 
Fug | 
w 8 X 
* "4 
3 4 
"es, ; 
8 $: 


- 1 + bots 
: * "I 


_ 8 minute written by Mr. — Go 

_ Haſtings on his return to Calcutta, Where 
he ſtated the reſiſtance of the Begums to , mw” 
the execution of the reſumption T 4 
J of January, 1782, as the cauſe of _—_ 


meaſure in November, 178 1. Mr. 5-58 
dleton had proved that the Nabob e,, 
| ſuch intention, for, in writing to Mr. 
| — Haſtings, he fays, finding the Na- 
bob wavering in his determination of 
< the: reſumption. of the Jaghires, T this 
. « day, (6th Dec. 178 r.) in the preſence WT: 
WC % his Miniſter informed him, that unleſs . 
2 would iſſue Bis per wannahs for that „ 
46 1 1 n 8 e. „ 
Nr. Sheridan t et navy pains to thaw; : 
that the Begums were, by their condition, 5 
their age, their infirmities, Sc. almoſt.the © _*© 
8 two ſouls in India, who could . by 
| ſome meaſure have hurt the Government. . 
He did not, he faid, take pains to do this 
from any idea, that, becauſe there was no 1 . 
motive for plundering the women, it ao - 3 
be afſerted that it was an improbable falſe. 
. 0 was not to e chat there . 


8 | | i Was f 
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fn ſack —_ as wid tonneſ 
1 Thoſe, who: had e on . | 
point, had only to read the hiſtory of the 5 4 
adminiſtration of Mr. Haſtings] He pro- 
ved by the documents, on the table, that 
there was, and had always been, inſurree- . 5 
tion and diſorder i in Oude. To aſcribe it 
to the egums was the moſt improbable 
friction: they might as well ſay, that 
famine would not have pinched, that 
_ thirſt would not have parched, that exter- 
mination would not have depopulated, 
but for the in terference of theſe old women. 
To uſe a ſtrong. expreſſion of Mr. Haſt- 
| ings, on another occaſion, © The good | 
that thoſe women did was certain; the 
ill was precarious.” He, on the con- 
trary, took the converſe of the propoſition "= 
wanting a motive for.his rapacity „he could 
find it only in fiction. The fimple fact 
was, their treaſure was their treaſon, 
They complained of injuſtice: God 
of heaven! had they not a right to com- 9 
plain? After a ſolemn treaty violated, 
plundered of all their property, and on tha 
eye * the Hit ch of Wb 3 | 
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of i impotent wretchedneſs, complaint and 1555 


lamentation? Was it a crime that they 
ſhobld erbud together in fluttering trepida- 


tion, like a flock-of refiſtleſs birds in the air} | | , 
on ſeeingthe felon kite, who, having darted 


at one devoted bird and miſſed his aim, ſin- 
8 out a new object, and was ſpringing on 
his prey with more vigour in his wing, and 
| keener lightning in his eye, The fact with 
Mr. Haſtings was preciſely this: 9 
failed in the cauſe of Cheyt Sing, he ſaw his 
fate; he felt the neceſlity of procuring a 
ſum of money ſomewhere, for he knew 
that to be the never- failing receipt to 
make _ 2 wa ths: Directors at 
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Scl 11 Sheridan raided, were — 
cue, ſubſtantial motives of the horrid ex- 
beſſes perpetrated againſt the Begums! 
Exceſſes, in every part of the ie 


N70 


ol which, he felt himſelf ſupported by tho 


. moſt indiſputable evidence. Here 


would reſt his cauſe. - Let gentlemen 1 i 


| their hands wad their * and win 


} | 
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{qi iſſuing i in an its opacity: from! their 
Ups, ſolemnly declare, "whether they were, 
or were not convinced, that the real ſpring - 
of the conduct of Mr. H. far from be- 
ing a deſire to cruſh rebellion; an ideal fas 
 Bulous rebellion ! was a malignan tly rapa- 
cious determination to ſeize, with lawleſs 
hands, upon the treaſures of 18 mi- 
"0G La —— * Ne 


eee othet — whinh Mr. s 

6; "al brought againſt the ſecond and 
fourth charges, was a minute of what 
MM. Stables propoſed at the Board, “ Whe- 

C «© ther- any diſaffection to the Engliſh 
Government? ap peared before the troubles 
. Benares 7” "ay. Haſtings remained | 
5 bent. 22 


8 the FOO diſcuſſion * the 1 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, it would. be neceſſary - 
for him to follow the Governor General in 
his tour from Calcutta to Chunar,” which * 

commenced the 8th of July, x 781, 4 
journey he thought neceſſary to bg 
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1 "FO 8 ah. Mr. Haſtings had ö | 


- himſelf faid, That he left Calcutta with = 


the ſtrongeſt idea of the reduced ſtate of 
the Company's poſſeſſions, which. the 
ent proved he went to recruit i ine 


* 


moſt expeditious manner poſſible. Sir 
_ Elijah Impey had faid, when under exa- 
mination, that Mr. Haſtings went out 
with only two reſources to retrieve the 
4 . circumſtances. of. the Company ; ;.namely, - 
Benares and Oude; Countries already 
5 o ppreſſed by the hand of Providence, but 
more ſo by the wicked and arbitrary ma- 
chinations of man. What a horrid idea 1 
No other reſource but the plunder of a 
famiſhed country! Can any ſimile equal 
1 7 unleſs I ſuppoſe, a perſon | determined 5 
on a robbery, and having failed at Bag- 
ſhot, : relatives. to ty bit fortune at : 


| ö X 8 , 46; ” : g * 7 
f 4 1 8 4 Fs A @ 


4 8 it was s ſullclently Hoon 1 
W Mr. Haſtings had failed. There 
His prodigal revenge had e diſappointed his A 
 rapacity; whence the unfortunate victim of 
eee infolence had ben cotgpelled to 7 


— 
* 


4 # - 


* then 
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4 We; 


Sample of the vicif —— of cle: 
The hopes of plunder”at-Oude, promiſed = 
= compenſate for his miſcarriags at Be- 
narer. Then, and not till then, not ahro' 
any former enmities ſnewin by the Begums, 1 
not thro any old diſturbances, but becauſe 
he had failed in one place, and that he 
had but two in his proſpect, did he con- 
trive the expedient of plundering theſe aged - 

women: he had no pretence, he had no 

excuſe for his conduct, but the arrogant 
and obſtinate 3 to goyern India 
by his corrupt will. His diſappointment 
at Benares urged. Heim with rapid ſteps 
to where indeed he was at % 


e by re int his art 
8 he haſtened to the fartreſs of . 
Cbunar, to meditate the more atrocious. 
Arlen of inſtigating 4 ſon againſt his 
mother; of ſacrificing female dignity and 
diſtreſs t to f e e e 
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LE treaty of” PIETY that nefarious ; 


foundation of his future views, being 


planned, Mr. Haſtings thought it neceſ- x, 
fary, whilſt he was invading the ſubſtance 
of J juſtice, to avail himſelf of her judi- 


—_ forms, and accordingly ſent for Sir 


. act the Chief 1 of India, 


** 4 2 b o 8 9 F * oh 6h 4} 
* 1 4A e Z 3 1 * 1 +- 7. « 


ee beg arrived, Mr. Haſtings, 


- with: much art, propoſed a queſtion of 


| opinion, involving an unſubſtantiated fac, 
in order to obtain even a ſurreptitious ap- 


| probation of the meaſures he * mw 
termined to 1 e 


. 5 5 v : \ * | 
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| With KEE to as en f ſubmt - 
ting queſtions to Sir Elijah Impey, it 


Was, he obſerved, fingular and curious. 
In reſpect to the affairs of Cheit Sing, 
Mr. Haſtings had ſtated the queſtion, * 
not in the abſtract merely, but accom- 
"Parte with the fact. TO that queſtion 
Sir Elijah demurred, not cating to 
commit himſelf. With re eard to the 
"ona, Mr. Tags profits by, his ex- | 

| „„ | perience 
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1 32 * Yo 5 
dperiencc, ae" ates the Ae in .the | 
abſtract, faying, * o The Begums being 
1 ; rebellion, n. not warrantable to ſeize 
their treaſures py To this, (which, like 
one of the Duke of Richmond's — 
carries with it its own anſwer, becauſe > 
in rebellion, the ſeizure might have 

been made, ) Sir Elijah anſwers direftly 

and explicitly in the Gn there- _ 

6 not. e any * 1 
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Not a able of enquiry intervergd. « | * 
to the exiſtence of the imputed rebellion; 
nor a. moment 5 pauſe, as to the ill pur- 
3 to which the deciſion of a Chief 
Juſtice might be perverted.” It was not : 
the office of a friend to mix the N 
caution and cold cireumſpection 8 
judge with an opinion taken in ſuch cir- 


cumſtances and Sir Elijah had pre- 5 
viouſſy declared, that he gave his. advice 
not as a judge, but as a friend; a charac- ; 


ter he equally. preferred i in the ſtrange. of= — 
ice which he undertook of collecting de- 
 fenſive affidavits on the ſubject of. Pome: 


th who f ole of Sir Eljah's : og TPO 
oy \ | | 
"ſt at that Erlen time. Sir Elijah hal e 
Kae h d defir xi W 
An and pleaſure; het, „„ 
pprebending that very ſudden re:. 
WAY might defeat its purpoſe, VVV 
contrived to mix ſome objec of buſineſs . 
N e was e 


” 


_ 


and curious . 
| rights o f-nations, and of 
the capacity of the oriental Grotius, 
Warren Haſtings Was to ſtudy, but like- 
wiſe in the hambler” and 1 more por 
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When Mr. mann Hrived at 
Har, he was met by the Nabob with a 
9 unſu zeRting heart. Here the - 
moſt inſidious Treaty on the one part, 
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certed and concluded; no one article 
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article it was ſtipulated with one he calls 
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known, that Bills on- Gopanil' Doſs; ihe! 
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the bribe: could have dannen to 
ther with the reſerve. which he had in 
His own mind, of treachery: to the N a- 
bob; for the only part of the treaty; 
which: he ever attempted to. carry, no. 
execution, was to withdraw the Engliſh 
_ gentlemen from Oude. $ The Nabob 
babe this as eſſential, to his deli- 
verance, and his obſervation. on the 
cumſtance was curious; for. 66 thou h 
Major Palmer, 72 he, * has not 7 
Bo ae any thing, I 5 it is the 
* cuſtom of the Engliſh gentlemen « con- 
< ſtantly to alk for ſomething of me be. 
fore they go. This imputation 
che Engliſh Mr. Haſtings countenanced,' 
_ moſt, readily, and rejoiced at it, as it was 
4 ſcreen and ſhelter for his own. aban= - 4 
_ doned | profl | Igacy ; and therefore, at the 
very moment that he was himſelf plun- : 
 dering the Nabob, with his uſual'gravity 
and cant, making a ſeint of. Bn - 8 
this part of the Treaty; Go, ſaid he, 
to the Engliſh gentlemen; Go, you ſet 
of oppreſſive raſcals; Go from this- 
. «-worthy unhappy r man, whom you. n 
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tion, Lou ve robbed a you! 
havet ken advantage of his accumu- 
d-diſtreſſes ; but, pleaſe 
ee mall! in future be at reſt; for I. 
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« p promiſed he 
1 ⁊ 45 attempted to fulfil; 0 
we e learn from himſelf, gs pt. 


their Jaghiers from ſeveral Jaghierdars; 
but he had compelled him to deprive 
1 others Oft 


eir's according to his will: 
he withdrew the army accorc ing "tot 
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IS / with! of the vizies, bile! a was only to o 
N i ſend back almoſt inſtantly an  equiivaleat' 5 
force: he reſigned the fortreſſes, but to 
CO — them again immediately. This 
might by the friends of Mr. Haſtings,” 

be de med policy ; but ſurely f it was too 

nfy a fraud, too : groſs a fallacy, to 
deſerve that name. It was however like 

5 e though unlike the 21 
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| « Sheridan put the white" of chis 
mo a very glaring point of view; and 
| calle upon gentlemen to ſay, if there 
was any thing in Machiavel, any treach- | 
ery upon record, if they had ever heard 
of any cold Italian fraud, that could R 
any degree be put in compariſon With 


- the diſguſting hypocriſy, and OO 
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1 OS, 1 In his defence, Mr. Haſtings had made 
5 * his boaſt, that the condutt of his Hife 
„ had been uniformly. governed by the 
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4 fea, "how. was his 6000 . i 
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prefſion, the moſt glaring violation of 7 , 
Juſtice, and the molt: open . 
folemn engage ments, were the great and 5 5 1 
leading features. He had heard it ſaid by „ 
ſome of his admirers; b u who were not ſo 0 WW %% 


impfieit as to give unqualified applauſe 3 
his crimes; that they foundan apology for oe 0.4 Ton 


 theſatrocity of his actions in the greatneſs e 
ol his mind. He could not, upon —_ 8 
. cloſeſt examination of his conduct, TDT 


cover the ſmalleſt ſymptoms e 
a great mind, or great ability. To ef- 
timate the ſolidity of ſuch a defence, it „ ö 
would be ſufficient, merely to Confider . „ 
in what conſiſted this prepoſſeſſing diſ- NV 
tion, this captivating. cha racteriſtic of : 255 1 35 
greatneſs of mind. It was the cha- 75 8 e 
TaRteriſtic ' of magnanimity o 
attaining a great end by great means; 0 1 0s e 1 
to ſupport truth, to proteft the weak, ol 
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. 4 - | countenance injuſtice. In theſe traits, 


1 "yr aRjons. excited the. foul's -abhor- 
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| ijured, to. puniſh, thoſe * had done. 
_ wrong; and, on no conſideration, to . 
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and theſe alone, we are to diſcover 98 
eſtimable magnanimity; to them alone 
Ve can juſtly affix the ſplendid titles and 
| honours of real greatneſs. Were theſe - . 
the charaRteriſticks of Mr. Haſtings 7 ' 
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Directly the reverſe. Mr. Haſtings, in 
his conduct and in his writings, exhibit 5 
ed a ſyſtem made up of t things unnatu· 
rally conjoined. His letters and his 
minutes were full of ſtrutting meanneſs, 
bombaſtical prevarication, and ridicu- 
5 louſly violent contradictions in terms; 
uſt as the maſs and magnitude. of his 
crimes were contraſted with the little- 
_ neſs of his motives, and the low means 
he could condeſcend to for the attain- 
ment of his objects. The moſt grovel- 
ing ideas, he conveyed i in the moſt in- 
flated language, giving mock conſe- f 
quence to low cavils, and uttering quib-, 
bles in heroics; ſo that his compoſitions | 
diſguſted the mind's. taſte, as much as 
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mixture of the trickſter and the ty- 


rant, at once a Scapin and a Diony- | 


Bus. It ſeemed that all his actions 
Were directed by a low. underhand, 
crooked, policy ; as well might the 
writhing obliquity of the ſerpent be 
compared to the direct and unvaried 
ſwiftneſs of the arrow, as the duplicit) 
of Mr. Haſtings' O ambition, to the ſim- 
1 ſteadineſs of genuine mi - app . 
Mr. Haſtings, if he eyer a with 
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He remembered to have heard a learned 
gentleman (Mr. Dundas) remark, that 
there was ſomething in the original 
frame and conſtitution of the Company, 
Which carried the ſordid ideas of the 
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e principle on Which it was 
founded, always about en 2 chat. 
CCC even 
1 ; - 7 * . 
Pr 7 2 | 0 ; t 
<P * 
* ” 1 # 
„ a 5 * 
— ! 1 [4 2 g 5 — : 4 
/ 628 WA 1 8 
. \ 3 N 5 ; . , | 
4 i +; 5 's 8 is ; 


wiſdom, It was with perverted wikdow.”. ; 


Mr. Sheridan tata; that this mixture | 
of character ſeemed, by ſome unac- 
countable, but inherent, quality, to be 
| appropriated in inferior degrees to eve- 
ry thing that concerned his „ 5 
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tions, we, ſaw. the. paltry - charakter. 

| civil policy and. their military 
atchievements were connefted with and 
contaminated by the meanneſs of 
pedlars, and che profligacy of pirates. 
Thus we ſaw auctioncering ambaſſadors, 
and trading generals. — And thus we ſaw 


a revolution brought about by a davits, 
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an army . in eee, an ar- 
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vernment, in which they had all the 
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mock majeſty, of a bloody ſceptre; and the 


little trafic of a merchant's counting 


ho ſe, wielding a truncheon with one 


neking 


hand, and he might truly lay, / 
4 pocket with the. other. 1 
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le then proceeded. t to ſtate the « cond act. 


| of Mr. Haſtings, in enforcing the reſump- 


tion of the Jaghire, and the plunder of the 
envied treaſure, of the Begums. On the 
. of Nov. 1781, his pleaſure concern- 
8 Was firſt ſen t, „ 
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NY: . kiel Wpey;46 Me! Middleton, =—_ <4 
We the iſt of December this was backed __ 37% 
3 a written order; and it was not, until „ W 
te Sch of 100 V following, that te 
NMNapob could be prevailed on to dms 
. bis ſeruples nor, until threatened- with | e 
the ſeyereſt diſpleaſure of the Governor 3 „ 
. General, that he could be compelled to „„ rs. 
„ repair to Fyzyabad, to. obey. Z 
: mandate, by plundering. his parents. = VV 
: dee was then made by the friends N ; £9, i 
VEL of the Begums, on finding the — EP Ferns 7s 
intended to them. a Bus nee 00. tell I 
5 this reſiſtance was: abſolutely alledged by , 
5 Mr. Haſtings in his defence, as the ſole e 
5 cauſe of the violence ! That is to fay, te 
95 reſiſtance of an unjuſt attack not made 1 | 
_ 0 until after the 8th of January, 1782, . 
alledged as the foundation of the pleaſure 1 
\ fignified, on the 27th of November, 1781, 
of the written order by which that was 
non enforced, and all the determinations which „ 
55 had ſo long preceded! | Or, in other . 
A: words, the order was faid to be founded „„ 
3. on a a reſiſtance made to its being executed, . 
) me Poe Dy 0: 08 near BEES, 
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1 0 vits exbibcd, and From before. Sir El. We 


=: : fairly 86 the afide, and put chert dut = 1 3 
© of the queſtion, on account of the indirect | 


| 2 ; 835 ph manner in Which they were obtained, and = Fg : 
the fange and irrelevant teſtimon © |. 
. they afforded, yet he would wave all 


„„ objebtion to chem on thoſe groun and 
eee.xämine them wir as much ſeriouſnels, . 
„„ < as If they | were -cor re | ly formal, and ; 
Eno 1 way unexceptioriable ; ; they were = 
ſaid; conceived in one ſpirit, —.— 2 1 
. fore upon one plan. He then read 
; 1 the Affidavit of Mr. Middleton, ned - 
„ clearly pointed out how futile and pre- 5 5 
—_ 7.47. _ ſumptuous | were dhe . un Dk 
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id mt any man in this Houſs 
| © ſhould: make up his mind to accuſe 
Mr. Haſtings on the ground that 
r. Middleton condemned che 
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a . og He next) animad verted on 
BE, ions a Colonel Hannay, Co- 
45 r M. Donald, Major 
. Williams, md others, from which, he 
| #firack out a variety of ſuch brilliant 
1 detections as baffle to follow. 


700 
_ he Nane out rde WE: 
Ml | Major Williams, amidſt other ru 


maoubrs, ſtated one that he had heard * 
| - Thi 50 Britiſh troops, watching goo 
„ 2 had been ſurrounded by 

Sooo of the enemy, and muſt inevitably | 
ol 2 Have fallen à ſacrifice, if they had not 
been relieved by the approach of a "I 
tachment of nine men. With this 
aſſiſtance they had entirely driven away 
5 the enemy, and ſlain ſeveral hundreds 7 
b of them. Conſidering the character 
| __ * give by Mr. H. to the Britifh 
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. Oude that they: manifeſted a rage for i | 


rapacity and peculation; it. was extra- 
ordinary that there were no inſtances of 


| Nouteriſwearing. Of Mr. M. he ſaid, 
-that he liked not the memory which 


remembered things beiter at the end of 


Hive years, than at the time, unleſs there 
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b- | Mr. Sheridan pointed out many other 2 

= SE 1 and having in verß 
= ſtrong colours painted the looſe quality, 
of the affidavits, and clearly and incon- „ 


| trovertibly ſhewn the partiality and in- 


_. juſtice, which was contained in them : 
IT againſt the Begums, he ſolemnly ap- 
pealed to that fide of the Houſe which 


N Vas more peculiarly intereſted in la- 

. | 

„ MM : > EE ſaw that, FOR Houſe Hts 
; „ 1 . | N | 5 1 1 | , OO 3 _ | was f pe 
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might be ſomething ſo relaxing in the | 
_ - climate of India, affeQin g the memory 
eas well as the nerves, by which che 
1 traces of actions were loſt; and that 7 
Woe men muſt return to their native air of 
- EN and be braced up, and have 
3 memories like Weir ſinews, re · 


1 8 n * 


. whe: FIR to ns > PRAGA „ 

; feſſion ; that they might ſoon, and ſome . | 

of theink were, to be called to a dignified 0 
fituation, where the great and impor- 
tant truſt would be repoſed in them, of 
pPreotecting the lives and e 7" 
1 272 ee e ant 
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{Obs FL gontlentan in particu- 5 
un was, if rumour ſpoke right, ſonn 
to be called to ſucceed that bright lu 
pf minary of the law, whoſe ſun he feared. 
Voas ſetting, but whoſe departure krom 
„ the ſeat of active juſtice was ſplendid ; 
and magnificent, in its being done while 
he poſſeſſed a mind on which time had 
not power to lay his hand: Of the 
8 learned Gentleman, the ſucceſſor, ' 
$3 myſt ſay, that there was not one cir= 
ecumſtance of his life, except perhaps his 
activity on an election conteſt, that did 
not diſtinguiſh him as a moſt proper = 
perſon 1 to fill the important ſeat. He 
_- defired to aſk that learned Gentleman, 
and every other of the profeſſion, would | 
Ry 115 1 hand * his breaſt, * and 
Tan) E 1 4 = 


* 


5 "I q wlenly declare, if upon fuck denn 
2s | the maſs of depoſitions taken at 
Lucknow, any one of them could ven- | 


ture to ſay that, fitting as a Judge, he 


Vould be legally warranted to convitt 
bas any, the meaneſt individual of an of- 
3 fence, however trivial. If any one Would : 


ſay he could, he declared to God- he 


would- fit down, and not add 4 ſyllable | 


more to the too long treſpaſs. he hat 


= made on the e of the committee“ 3 


FI. 


Here Mr. Sheridan 1 the 3 
| gence of the Houſe / general and loud 
cry of hear l hear ! ) whilſt he for a mo- 
ment enquired into the pirit and temper 
of the affidavits, on which. the ruin of the 


_ unfortunate Begums was founded. Co 
nel Gordon had exhibited a flagrantly | —— 
' ſpicuous proof of the grateful. ſpirit. 1 
temper of affidavits, deſigned to plunge 


theſe wretched. women in irretrievable : 


ruin. Colonel Gordon was but juſt before 1 
not merely releaſed from danger, but pre- 


- ſerved, from imminent death, That gentle- 


| man was * the hands of the _— Y 
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| the negociation of the Bhow Begum. Vet 2 
 _ eyenat the expiration of two little "days 
from his deliverance, he depoſes againſt 
'__ thediſtreſſed and unfortunate woman, who 

had become his faviour ; and only upon 5 

| hearſay evidence, accuſes her of crimes 

and rebellion. Upon this occaſion 1 
manifeſted the ſtrongeſt attachment to 

1% the Engliſh intereſt ; for, in her — 

| vate letters and diſpatches to Colonel 

5 Hannay, ſhe particularly deſired that the 

Zemindars might not be informed of her 

ö interpoſition in favor of the Colonel : 

| this was at once a bold and convincing 
proof of her unalterable attachment. 

Was this a proof of rebellion ? Great 
> 20 God. of Juſtice,” (exclaimed the = 


4— 


5 FED * 


| : vx * canſt thou rom, thy eternal "4 Brone lo 15 
al . | ; 4 « down upon fuch premeditated turpitude of 

[= « heart, and not fix ſome * mark _ 
35 « 1 g ny the Fi anche 5 90 . 


3 e Mr. Sheridan, thels at. PO 
1 becauſe they are a mere collec= . 
| lion of n. without; a tittle of any. 
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dit like (oa Side in ible compok. 3 
tion, could not (a8 1 am certain is the 
caſe) be received i in a court of law, nor : 
be brought forward in a court of equity, 
was it" a ſpecies of evidence ſufficient to 
Jjuſtify a wanton act of oppreſſion, of vio- 
lenée and groſs injuſtice, committed "4 
gainſt two princeſſes; the one the wife, 
the other the mother of F the” deceaſed | 
W — ul Dowlab, RE, Lf 


. 


Mr. Haſtings le that the PORN 9995 
tion of the Jaghires Was no injury to the 
£ Begums, for they had their revenue of 5 
them delivered regularly. But that was 5 
not truth. They never had an equiva- 
len t—they were referred for payment to a 
1 bankrupt, on the faith of a broken gu- 
rantee. T here never was any informa- 
tion that could warrant the ſeizure of 


the Jaghires. It was not done with the” 


_ conſent of the Nabob, thou gh he was 


forced by Mr. Middleton to give his no- 
| minal aſſent thereto; for Mr. Middleton 
had written to Mr. Haſtings, that 4 fixed | 
. I" had Et the Nabob, on his 
| | = * 8 
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Ml.iddleton had written to Mr. Haſting I 
„ orders, om the 1ſt of Been, 


— 


1 178 I, which arrived on the 6th, and bn 


* 


Was put in execution; but as they Y per- 


the 29th of the fame month the whole 


_ Ry knew: it was A matter that of courſe d 


muſt make much noiſe, it was deemed | 
ings and his party, 


neceſſary by Mr. Haſti 
to throw the whole of the odium on the 
Nabab, by inſiſting that the, propo! 
- came from him. —But the very. letter in 
Which it Was aſſerted that, the Nabob 


5 po had not only given his conſent, but even 
J ; propoſed this deteſtable meaſure, could . 


=_ be produced ; nor any one paper, arti- 


5 notwithſtanding the r Win 3 
it had been Roni: , 3355 


* 


The Nabob i in his 1 to 7 Haſt- 


ation 


os or. authentic evidence to that effect, 


N ings, never gave the leaſt hint, that either 


-his mother or grandmother were. in re- 


bellion, or that they had ſhewn an incli- | 


5 nation 1 to allt or 3 with Gio 1 


4 
- 
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NM. Sheridan proverded " abe 5 
"thi the princeſſes were in every ſenſe of 


"the word, entitled to. their Jaghires and 


poſſeſſions, as much as any lady in Eng- 


land to her dower, on the death of her 


Lord. That this opinion had not ſs much 
as been called in queſtion, till the time 
chat Mr. Haſtings began to ſet his heart 
upon their treaſures ;—and that aſſerting 
the contrary, under the Mahomedan law, 


was neither founded in juſtice, reaſon, nor 


even that law, and this, Mr. Sheridan 


* A the * of contradition. 


"Is thier Ae e a v of 


ſtatements from Mr. Haſtings' s own pa- 


Pers, that the Nabob never entertained an 
idea that the poſſeſſions of his mother 


were his, during her life on the con- 


1 
V 


* 


: trary, that his father Sujab ul Dowlab, had 2; 
lleft her in the tranquil poſſeſſion. of thoſe bo: 


eſtates and treaſures; for the mere purf 


of e her Oy, in the ſtile be- d 
| com- 


£ £ 


esming her rank and buch Blr. She- ä 
is ridan obſerved, that when Afoph ul Dowle | V 
"blamed his father for leaving ſo little 
. wealth, he thought libe an uf Vile prinee - 
His father Sujah ul Dowla ated prudent- „ 
* in leaving him with no temptation 
him, to invite acts of violence from 
5 the rapacious. He cloathed him with —  _ 
85 3 as a ſhield, and ange? ham | . 


© with neceſſigyasa ford” | 
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1 if conſequence of ks 's poverty 5 dit. 
+  treſſes, the Bhow Begum his mother „u 
Was true, made her ſon many preſents, . 
and even lent him money, for which =_ 
$a had given an equivalent; and once, on 
huis repreſenting his diſtreſſed fituation, 
the had returned all hi pledges and a . 

6 very large ſum of money, „ the 

.* . thought would finally. put an end to his „ 
B diſtreſſes. The Nabob her ſon had Ne 5 
e given a receipt to that effect, J 
: _ 'ceipt was read by Mr. Sheridan, who © _ 
' tron gly pointed c out the obligation ——_—_ 
_ under to her. He then enlarged upon the _ 
 Fharadter and eſtimation in _ —_ 4 
55 ke | Prin- 1 
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ed held, 1 in 1 moſt - 


4 


thetic language, dwelt on the purity of 
their condydt,. the , reciprocal, To * 


Ki and parental affe@tion. word i. 85 


Li 
* 


"With | Mr. Middleton vent to ſeize 2 7 
zyabad, "the eunuchs were taken priſoners, 


1 


48 Was the F ouzder of Tanda ; him how 2 £ | 


* S Y 
84 Sw" {4 


ever, it Was not thought neceſſary to. de. 
tain; he had not the key of the treaſure ; 2 


the eunuchs had that, and they of co ſe” - 


were the principal objects Alt was aſſert 


ed that the Nabob gave puerile excuſes * 
not plundering his mother. Reaſons or 
not performin 8 the worſt of actions, che 


moſt unnatural. crime, that of ; A child r uin "I 
ing his patent, was by a C hriſtian G 3over-__ 


nor thought puerile.— Was it to be _— N 
poſed that, two old, infirm women, whoſe | 


whole dependence was on the Britiſh 


| ſeſſion, one of whom had been a witneſs 
of the ſucceſs of the Britiſh artns, for the ; 


Britiſh arms had depoſed her huſband, 
Io ul Dowlah, and Britiſh generoſity : 


had again placed him in his dominions, 
thould with to dere the Engliſh ba 
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Selb Ally's 8 b wWas paſſad over, 
a242àâZʒꝛxꝛ having done more good, by preſerving © 
. priſoners, than he had done hamm . 
Why was not the fame favour ſhewn to 11 

the Begums ? When the foot of the op- „ 
9 preſſor was taken off, the trodden on roſe e 
a againſt the perſecutor, as againſt another „ 
Sujah. What a miſerable ſituation muſt 
the poor unfortunate wretches be in, 


| 1 6 have thoſe for their Judges, who would 
C 


5 „ "the Court of. Directors ut to 

[5 Mr. Haſtings, to reviſe the charge againſt 5 

| | the Begums, and Mr. Stables mo ved that 
reviſion in council, he was. over-ruled by 1 
Mr. Haſtings, Who ſaid, that . the na- 
ce ey of juſtice ought to be a pproached 5 

= with ſolicitation , and that it would debaſe 
40 « itſelf by the ſuggeſtion of * WrOngs , and the - 

« ' promiſe of redreſs.” —Conſcious however 
of the enormity of his conduct, he apolo- 
gizes to the Court of Directors, by ſtating, 
that it would be 4 very y ſevere taſk for a 

5 © mother to impeach her jon ; 510. that ac- 

„35 cording to his idea, it was s no crime „ 
NV Ta 8 
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a6 wind plunder his ati; ben i 
was a crime of a very deep dye, for an in- 


- Jured parent to "_— of the outrage 
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64 1 


ke next e to ew, den Mr. 


5 Haſtings, and he alone, was the actor 
and perp. rator of thoſe crimes. That 
he was regularly acquainted with all the” 
enormities committed, there was the Clears 
eſt proof. It was true that Middleton 

was rebuked for not being more exact. 


He did not, perhaps, deſcend to the de- 


tall; he did not give him an account of 


the number of groans, which were e, 


of the quantity of tears which were 


of the weight. of the fetters, or 0 the 
depth. of the dungeons ; but he communi- 5 
0 cated every ſtep that he took to accom- 
pliſh the baſe and unyarrantable end. He 
FS proved by his letters, dated in Jan. 178 2, 
ttꝛat he alone was reſponſible for the whole 5 


proceedings. Mr. Haſtings well knew 


the ja ghire and the treaſure were the only " 
means which the Begums were in poſ- 


beſſion of, to the numerous * 


oo 


. 


. 


\ 


ofthe 1 late Nabob, 


1 vin 6 in the: mail pathetic — 
- fans manner given an affecting deſ. 


cription. of the diſtreſſes of theſe unfor- . 


tunate princeſſes, he went farther into the 
* of the evidence; into a compa- 

tiſon of dates and the ſubſequent 'Clr- 
e „in order to prove that, all the 
enormous conſequences that followed I from 
the reſumption, in the captivity of the 
women and the impriſonment and cruel- 
ties practiſed upon their people, were ſolely 


to be aſctibed and imputed to Mr. Hoſt. 


ing. He ſaid that Mr. Haſtings had 
once remarked, ws that. a mind touched 


with ſuperſtition might have contem - 
ec plated the fate of the Rohillas with 


cc peculiar impreſſions.” But if indeed- the 


1 mind of Mr. Haſtings had been touched 


with. ſuperſtition ; if i fancy could ſuffer 
any diſturbance, and even in viſion, he could 
imagine that he beheld the great ſpirit 
5 5 ah Drulab! . mi: on dhe 
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Z "that palace whichs Mr. Haſtings had' fiſt 
wreſted from his hand, and afterwards © 
reſtored to him ;—plundercd by that 

very army, by by which Sujah Dowlah had 

been able to vanquiſh the. Mahrattas— 


ſeizing on the very plunder which he had 


_ ravaged from the Rohillas ;—that Mip- 


| DLETON who had been engaged in ma- 


naging the previous violations, moſt buſy 5 
to perpetrate the laſt; that very Has T. 
5 INGS, N whom on his death- bed he | 
had left the guardian of his wife and- 

tho 


dear relatives, the objects of his ſolemn 


3 mother, and family; turning all 


: truſt, forth to the mercileſs ſeaſon, and 


to a more mercileſs ſoldiery A mind 
; touched with ſuperſtition, muſt indeed ; 
have cheriſhed ſuch a contemplation with 


Ls 


* 


23 YT, peculiar mn: 9 | 23 k _ 1 ; | 


Me: Haſtings ha dec to 7 


7 "© portion of the guilt upon. the Council, 
although Mr. WI 


any ſhare, and Mr. M*Pherſon was not 
arrived in India when the ſcene” began. 
Me Sheridan remarked,” that he had 


| firunk 


eeler had never taken 
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mo e * under the new, an 
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„ e that the majeſty of i 


8 juſtice: was to be approachet with ſuppli- 
cation, and was not to degrade itſelf; „ 
hunting for crimes. If his picture —_ 
7; : Je wan right, then the Commi , 
ol this Houſe, in the examination of . 
Samith, were wrong Mr. Dundas was bo 
| | wrong.—He: hoped however, thay 0 
3 _ would be found wrong. W „„ 
. I truſt; ſaid-the eloquent 
5 er that this Houſe will ,viadi > 


3 « ſulted character of jultice;—that they e 
9 e « yyill demonſtrate its true quality, eſſence, 
0 e and purpoſes.— that they will evidence 


| e it to be, in the caſe of Mr. Haſtings, | 9 
„ = active, inquifitive, and avenging. IS 
JE”, 8 Alx. Sheridan having i in the courſe ” To 

„ wonderful Speech taken a moſt com- 

1 Prehenſive view. of the buſi — | | | - 

1 amined with the moſt elaborate, re- 5 0 Og? F 
So ſearch and ſcrutinizing attention, every . 4 
e circumſtance. with which it * con- ES 15 A 
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great points ci 
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18600 rh urged every * which ES”. 


he thought neceſſary to develope the 
iniquitous conduct of Mr. Haſtings, to 
ſubſlantiate the charge, and to eſtabliſh 
it by the incontrovertible- evidence of : 
an infinity of facts; he drew towards a 
_ concluſion, by ſtating a ſummary of the 
ontained in it. He con- 
tended and maintained that it was evi- 
dent the Begums had done nothing a. 
merit ſuch violence, that the pretence - 
of their having been the fomenters of 
rebellion,” with a view to extermitiate 
_ the Engliſly from the province of Oude, 
was à mere pretence, wholly unfound- 
el, and not | ſupported by any evil. 
_ © Uence; and that ſuch an idea had never DE, 
_— conceived, until Mr. Haſtings = - 
| cluded that to be the probable means, and _ 
75 ; a favourite reſource for the obtainment oſ . 
8 money, —a reſource that he was ter- 
mined, in defiance of reaſon, juſtice, 
and Humanity, and at all events, to 
make certain of. Mr. Haſtings had violat- 
ed the the ſolemn guarantee of the Company, EY. 
and had broken their — * We 
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4. 1 
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2 . ; 4 2 ws 8 n © 4 | | | I 

3 | ee See his conduct | 
8 fan üpulations, which - vt. the. o. 5 
e ment he wäs lading and agreeing 
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